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Jason Rath 

 
This course meets the requirements of the California State framework for graduation in regard to US History and must be 

passed to graduate. The course provides a general overview of concepts in US History and meets the Roseville Joint Unified 

High School Districts Standards and Benchmarks for US History, which have been aligned with the State framework.  

Curriculum Standards for this course are attached and should be retained for student use.  In US History we’re going to do 

everything we can to open up and deepen your thinking, sharpen your writing and test taking skills, and push you through a 

tough year so that you walk off to college with a distinct belief in your own abilities and experience.  Furthermore, 

important for your future success is the act of acquiring and/or perfecting higher level academic and performance skills.  

We’re going to work on reading, writing, and speaking while also helping you sharpen your analytical eye.  It’s my hope 

that by the end of the class you’ll be much better versed in the strategies of the test taking and the ability to see through the 

haze of manipulation in advertising, the media, and even politics both throughout history and in the present day.   

  

 

Textbook 
 

The textbook for the course is, “United States History Modern America,” published by Prentice Hall.  The entire text and 

supplemental materials will be used to teach the concepts of United States History as required by RJUHSD and the State of 

California.   

      

 

Student Responsibilities 
 

• The student is singularly responsible for ensuring they have completed every assignment. If you are absent, 

make sure you coordinate with the teacher for make-up work as soon as you return. Remember: YOU ARE 

RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR WORK! 

• Students need to find two or three fellow students who they can contact when they are absent in order to find out what 

they missed in class when they were not present.   

• Projects will be assigned that will require outside activity. The student is responsible for making arrangements to 

complete work outside of the classroom. 

 

Materials needed to be successful for this class 
 

• A notebook or binder with plenty of paper 

• Pen (preferred by instructor), paper, colored pencils/pens and highlighters 

• Post-it notes 3 7/8 IN x 5 7/8 IN  

 

Assessment 
 

Students are to come to class each day prepared to learn.  Each student’s level of success will be highly dependent on 

completing every assignment with a quality effort and having a quality attitude. Repeated failure in completing assigned 

tasks will result in a combination of parent notification and/or parent-teacher conference.  Mr. Rath will monitor makeup 

sessions in P-2 before school or during his lunch on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  The student must retake 

the tests within 4 days of the date the original test was taken. 
 

Below is the assessment components for grades.  NOTE:  The percentage value of assignments can change these are not 

exact numbers!    

 

30%  Tests (Essay, multiple choice and short answer) & Final (10% of your Final grade) 

20%  Quizzes (Current event, reading and “pop”)  

15%   Class work  (Quick writes, crossword puzzles, vocabulary, reading) 

15%  Projects  

10%    Writing 

5%      Notes (Lecture and Reading) 

5%      Class participation (refer to your classroom rules and expectations) 

 



 

Grading 
 

Each assignment will have a specific point value.  Tests are a major part of your grade, so please set aside time to study.   

Unexcused late work will be excepted, one day late and you will lose only 15% of the grade;  after that you’ve got 

one week to get up to 50% of the original grade.    

  

90%  -  100% = A 

80%  -     89% = B 

70%  -     79% = C 

60%  -     69% = D 

Below     60% = F 

 

*Extra credit can be earned and will be given to those students who go extremely above and beyond on  

  assignments and projects.   

 

Homework 
 

The homework level in this class hits pretty much every other day, although it may vary.  What will also vary are how many 

hours you might have on any given night.  If you wait until the last day with an assignment given to you with two or three 

days, you may find that you have tow or three hours worth of work with not much wiggle room.  Keep up on your 

responsibilities!!! 

  

Homework is ALWAYS due at the beginning of the period the day after it is assigned unless otherwise noted.  You must 

also work alone on all assignments unless you are told otherwise.  If someone “loans” someone else their word it is 

considered cheating and both students will receive a zero on that assignment and be reported to the office and have 

something heavy thrown at them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

Class Participation 
    

You will be graded every one or two weeks on simply how you have handled your class responsibilities so far.  I will be the 

judge of this and it will be subjective.  Each time you are tardy, disrupt class, the instructor and do not follow classroom 

rules you will miss out on getting your daily points (20).     

 

Of Special Note 
Since the school has now published its policy that cell phones are allowed on campus but are not to be used until after 

school, any phone that rings during class will be taken and kept by me until the end of the day, when the owner may pick it 

up after 4th. Repeat offenders will be given a referral for disruption of class.  Furthermore, put your IPODS away so the 

instructor does not have to take it and keep it until the end of the day!      

 

Parents, if at anytime you would like to talk about your child’s progress or if you have any questions, please contact me at  

jrath@rjuhsd.k12.ca.us  

Please note that I am very strict about academic 

dishonesty and will not tolerate cheating.  Cheating 

will result in an automatic zero, referral to the office, 

and Mr. Rath will be calling home.     



 

Please complete and return the information below. 

 

 

Name:            Age:  _______ 

 

Home Phone:        Email:     

 

Mother’s Name: Work Phone: 

 and/or 

Father’s Name: Work Phone: 

     or 

Legal Guardian:  Work Phone: 

 

Who do you live with?   Mother � Father �    Grandparent �    Other � 

 

 

Phone Log 

 

Date         Reason for Call          Spoke With       Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I have read and understand the course syllabus for US History, the grading standards that will be applied, and that a 

textbook must be checked out to have success in the class.  I understand that it is my responsibility to keep the 

syllabus for future reference. 

 

_____________________________ date____________ 

Student Signature   

 

_____________________________ date____________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 


