
CREATE A FIELD TRIP ACTIVITY 
 

THE PROCESS AND DETAILS:       Due Date:   

 

This is an educational experience that is supposed to be FUN  as well as informative!  Take your family or a group of 

friends with you.  Take a lunch and have a picnic if you are visiting an outdoor site.  Take cameras and record your 

day.  Enjoy yourself, and learn about this great historical area!  The main idea here is to get you into the community 

and have you experience learning about history by actively designing and participating in the process.  You and your 

group must sign up with Mr, Rath on where you want to go before you go on your field trip in order to receive 

credit!!!!!!!  

 

DETAILS: 

 

This assignment is worth up to 300 points, depending on the quality of work.   

 

1.   Visit your site (You must sign up or get approval from Mr. Rath).  Use the local newspapers to locate interesting events to attend or 

places to go.  The Ticket Section appears on Fridays and the Encore appears on Sundays.  You may also check the entertainment section 

of the San Francisco newspapers.  They have comprehensive lists of cultural events for each week. The attached list should provide a 

comprehensive range of suggestions for sites to visit  

 

 A good example of an art display that would have merit for U.S. History was the special showing of “Artists of the American 

West” that was put on at the Sacramento Capitol Museum.  It showed the work of a number of famous artists who did their work in the 18th 

and 19th century frontier.  If you have a question as to whether or not a given display or program is appropriate for our class, check with me. 

 

 Don’t be afraid to use library resources to gather more in-depth information regarding your specific site, or it’s related topics. 

 

 

PROCESS AND DETAILS, Cont’d. 

 

 

2.  Write up your trip, using the guidelines below (100).  All of this must be discussed in your presentation and your paper!!!  Make a day 

of it and have fun  

       this is meant for you to have fun.. 

 

A.  What did you do and see?  Did you enjoy your experience-why or why not? 

B.  Why was this site historically significant?  (At lest 3 items) 

C.  How did the events there affect the history of the U.S. or of California?  Why should we care? 

D.  Who were the prominent people that figured in the national or state history of the site? 

E.  Why is where you visited important to understanding history? 

F.  If you visited an Art Exhibit, describe the type of art and how it reflects the contemporary themes of it’s day.  Tell me about 
the different artists, exhibits, painting, sculptures and anything else and why this is art and why this is important to 

history…Be an art critic!!! 

G.  Take photos!!  (if they allow it—ask first) 

H.  If there were video presentations at the site, take general notes as to overall theme and content, and write up at least two 
specific content items from the video. 

I.  If you witness a living history display, interview one of the participants.  Find out:  1. Who his/her character is; 2. Why he/she 

came to California; 3. How she/he made a living; 4. How did the participant in the living history display come to be involved 

in the program?  How can interested people get involved in the living history program? 

 

3.   Create a memento of your experience.  Use any brochures or handouts available at the site.  Attach ticket stubs.  Make a photo 

display or a video record of your trip.  Make the experience one that you will recall for years to come.  Some form of photo of you at the 

site is required.  Use photos, photos, and more photos to tell your story---the more creative and the more photos the better the score you 

and your group will earn….Make sure that you have Prof that you went on this field trip (150 points) 

 

 

4.  Oral Presentation:  of at least 10 minutes duration regarding the highlights of your trip.  The information in guidelines A-G should be 
reviewed (50 points).  Everybody in your group will speak and be prepared to answer questions!!!!  

 



 

SITE OPTIONS: 
 

AUBURN 

 

 GOLD COUNTRY MUSEUM: This museum depicts lifestyles of the Gold Rush era.  An indoor system gives 

visitors a chance to pan for gold.  Exhibits include an operating stamp mill, an authentic mine shaft, a replica of a mining 

settlement, dredging and hydraulic mining hardware, and videos about the Gold Rush.  Open Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00 

a.m. - 4:00 p.m.; 1273 High St. at Auburn-Folsom Rd.  Phone: 889-6500 

 

 

FOLSOM: 

 

 FOLSOM HISTORY MUSEUM-  This former Wells Fargo assay office,  where miners brought their gold to be 

weighed and valued, houses displays on gold mining, the pony express and the Sacramento Valley Railroad.  Local artifacts 

highlight Folsom State Prison and the construction of Folsom Dam and include a number of Gold Rush-era books.  The 

museum also offers a fascinating look at the Native American culture of the region, with baskets, tools  and interpretive 

displays.  The museum is open Wednesday through Sunday, 11:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.   Phone:  985-2707.  Located at 823 Sutter 

St.  between Wool and Decature. 

 

 FOLSOM PRISON MUSEUM-   One of the world’s most famous  prisons thanks to Johnny Cash’s famous hit 

song, “Folsom Prison Blues,”  Folsom was built in 1880 to relieve overcrowding at San Quentin Federal Penitentiary.  Visitors 

are welcome to spend some time behind  bars exploring the museum.  Its exhibits include the enormous brass Gatling gun 

that once sat atop the main guard tower and a re-created 1800s cell that gives visitors a view of the dreary and crowded 

conditions of the prison’s early history.  Open 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.  Phone:  985-2561.  Located at Prison Rd. off E. Natoma 

St.  

 

ROSEVILLE: 

 

  

 ROSEVILLE ARTS &CENTER MUSEUM-  This Roseville Arts  Center, located in the historic William Haman 

House, presents year-round art classes, a variety of exhibits, a gallery, performing arts and  special events throughout 

the year.  The facility, a Victorian house built  in 1909, is available for private rental.  Phone:  783-4117.  Located at 

424 Oak St. 

 

 ROSEVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY-CARNEGIE MUSEUM-  The Carnegie Library, built in 1912, has been 

restored as a museum that recreates Roseville’s history from the 1860’s to about 1950.  Featured is an operating model railroad 

with two giant roundhouses and the world’s largest ice plant, as well as portions of “Old Town” and the Vernon  Street.  

The museumis open daily, noon-5:00 p.m.  Phone:  773-3003.  Located at 557 Lincoln St. 

 

SACRAMENTO: 

 

 CALIFORNIA CITIZEN SOLDIER MUSEUM-  Old Sacramento’s newest museum honors more than 200 years of 

California’s military history.  Displays cover Spanish rule to the Persian Gulf War.  You’ll see more than 30,000 preserved 

documents, artworks, and guns.  Equipment used in the Persian Gulf War and memorabilia from other modern conflicts are on 

display.  The museum also boasts an impressive collection of military uniforms, including outfits worn by the Dragons, 

Revolutionary War colonists and Civil War soldiers.  Museum is opened Tuesday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m.- 4:30 a.m.  

Phone:  442-2883.   Located at 1119 2nd St. between L and K Sts. 

 

 CALIFORNIA STATE INDIAN MUSEUM-  California Native American cultures are celebrated at this museum 

with artifacts from more than 100 tribes.  Included are weapons, tools, clothing, featherwork, jewlry, and one of the finest 

basket collections of the nation.  Exhibits explain hunting techniques, meal preparation and dance ceremonies.  The museum is 

open daily, 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  Phone: 324-0971.  Located at 2618 K St. 

 

******* CALIFORNIA STATE RAILROAD MUSEUM-  Housed in a renovated passenger station that was the western 

territory of the transcontinental  railroad, is the world’s largest railroad museum.  It contains railroad artifacts and 

more than 20 historic locomotives.  Climb aboard a sleeper car and see how it feels to spend a night on a train.  The museum is 

opened daily, 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.  Phone:  448-4466.  Located at 111 I Street.   

 

 



******* CROCKER ART MUSEUM-  This museum’s cast collection includes European cases and paintings from the 18th 

and 19th centuries, Asian decorative and fine arts, a superb collection of contemporary California art, Northern California 

paintings and modern sculpture.  California Gallery displays landscape paintings by American artist.  The Crocker Family 

Gallery features a parlor setting with original furnishings.  Open Wednesday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.  Phone:  

264-5423.  Located at 216 O St. between 2nd and 3rd Sts.  

 

 GOVERNOR’S MANSION-  This elegant, 30-room Victorian mansion and National Historic Landmark is open for 

tours.  Built in 1877 by prominent Sacramento hardware merchant Albert Gallatin, it served as the California governor’s 

residence until the mid-1960s.  Tour guides  offer an in-depth look at the mansion’s many rooms, while relating stories about 

the 13 first families who live here.  Many furnishings remain from past families, including Gov. Pardee’s 1902 Steinway piano 

and the velvet chairs and sofas of Gov. Johnson.  Opened daily, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Phone:  323-3047.  Located at 16th  & H 

St. 

 

********OLD SACRAMENTO-  A gold trade center in the 1860s, Old Sacramento has been faithfully restored with 

cobblestone streets, gas lamps and wooden sidewalks.  More than 200 shops and restaurants are housed in Gold Rush-era 

structures, including a firehouse built in 1853, Sacramento’s first theatre, and a replica of the city’s first schoolhouse, built in 

1849.  Of special interest is the B.F. Hastings Building, built in 1853, which served as the terminus for the pony express and the 

chambers of the first California Supreme Court.  Stop by the Discovery museum for a comprehensive look at Sacramento’s 

colorful history.  Old Sacramento’s newest museum, the California Citizen Soldier Museum features antique guns, flags, and 

maps from the Civil War to the present.  Located at J St. exit off I-5. 

 

 CALIFORNIA STATE CAPITOL & MUSEUM-  One of the city’s most distinctive landmarks, the State Capitol 

has been restored to its original architectural grandeur.  Tours are available of the restored Capitol, the Assembly and Senate 

Chamber, the old Governor’s office and the lush gardens.  Phone:  324-0333.  Located at 10th St. between N and L Sts.   

 

******* DISCOVERY MUSEUM-  The handsome red brick building that houses this museum is a replica of Sacramento’s 

old city hall.  The museum also focuses on the history of the Sacramento Valley.  The museum is open Tuesday through 

Sunday, 10:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.  One hour tours  available, by reservation, Tuesday through Friday at 9:30 a.m. and 10:45 

a.m.  Phone:  264-7057.  Phone for tours:  485-8836.  Located at 101 I St. at Front St. 

 

  

SAN  FRANCISCO: 

 

******* ALCATRAZ ISLAND-  Times for the ferry’s departure varies each day.  For an up-to-date schedule, call:  (415) 546-

2700. 

 

 ANGEL ISLAND FERRY-  Open Saturday and Sunday the ferry runs from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., hourly.  On 

Monday and Friday the ferry only runs for groups of 20 or more people with advanced reservations.  For these reservations call 

(415) 388-6770.  For up-to-date hours and more information, phone:  (415) 435-2131.  The fees for adults are $5.00 and fees 

for children 5-11 are $3.00.  

 

******* SAN FRANCISCO MUSEUM OF MODER ART-  Open form 11 to 6 daily except Mondays (until 9 Thursdays).  

Admission costs $7.00, $3.50 for seniors and students, ages 12 and under are free.  Phone:  (415) 375-4000.   Located at 151 

Third St. 

 

 CENTER FOR THE ARTS AT YERBE BUENA GARDENS-  The galleries are open 11 to 6 daily except 

Mondays.  Admission costs $4, $2 for seniors and students; admission is free 11 to 3 on Thursdays.  Phone  for calendar and 

ticket information:  978-2700. 

 

 THE CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY-  The newly renovated turn-of-the-century building with a 

handsome two-story atrium used to be a hardware store.  Now it will function as an immense tool kit for opening a window into 

California’s past, with more then a million objects, including important paintings, photographs, letters, books and manuscripts 

documenting the state’s evolution.  Located at 678 Mission  St. 

 

  

 

 

 

THE CARTOON ART MUSEUM-  Partially funded by a grant from Charles Schulz of “Peanuts” fame, this museum is 

devoted to the acquisition, preservation, and display of the art of the cartoon.  With more than 11,000 pieces in a permanent 

collection that ranges from comic books to original drawings done for magazines and newspapers to animated films.  Open 11 



to 5 Wednesdays through Fridays, 10 to 5 Saturdays, 1 to 5 Sundays.  Admission costs $3.50, $2.50 students and seniors, $1.50 

ages 6 through 12.  Phone:  227-8666. 

 

 ANSEL ADAMS CENTER FOR PHOTOGRAPHY-  Highly respected for its core collection of Ansel Adams 

photographs, the center also shows contemporary work in a variety of exhibitions.  The center also has an excellent small 

photography bookstore.  Hours are 11 to 5 daily except Mondays.  Admission costs $4, $3 students, $2 seniors and ages 12 

through 17.  Located at 250 Fourth St. 

 

******* M. H. De Young Memorial Museum—A diversified collection of art housed in 22 galleries.. Founded in 1895 in San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Park, the de Young Museum has been an integral part of the cultural fabric of the city and a cherished 

destination for millions of residents and visitors to the region for over 100 years., is located at 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive 

in the heart of San Francisco's Golden Gate Park.  415.863.3330-www.thinker.org 

 

*******California Palace of the Legion of Honor--The Legion of Honor, San Francisco's most beautiful museum, displays 

an impressive collection of 4,000 years of ancient and European art in an unforgettable setting overlooking the Golden Gate 

Bridge.  San Francisco's most beautiful public museum is located in Lincoln Park near 34th Avenue and Clement Street.  

415.863.3330—www.thinker.org 

 

SAN FRANCISCO MARITIME NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK- Open 9:30 to 5 daily, to board one of the park’s six 

historical ships, such as the 1886 square-rigged Balclutha or the 1890 Eureka, the last of San Francisco’s paddlewheel steam 

ferryboats.  Peir admission casts $3, $1 for ages 12 through 17.  Phone:  556-3002 

 

 

 

Have Fun!!! Take a lot of pictures (Wall of fame!!) 


