
Oakmont High School IB Program Assessment Policy 

 
The Oakmont High School IB students are expected to follow the Oakmont High School Assessment Policy.  
In addition to that policy, the IB program has further expectations and assessments for their students. 
 

Types of Assessment in the IB Diploma Program 
In order to provide for the formal assessment of the program, assessment models are devised for each level 
(HL and SL) of each subject and also for each of the core requirements except CAS. Each model will consist 
of a few different assessment components, usually including a range of different tasks. 
 
The majority of assessment components are examination papers, made up of a wide variety of question 
types to suit the requirements of the subject. Question types include multiple-choice questions (used in 
only Group 4: Science papers), short-response questions, structured problem-solving questions, open-
ended problem-solving questions, essay questions, data-analysis questions, case studies and commentaries 
on supplied texts. The examinations are taken under controlled conditions, with student responses being 
marked externally by independent examiners. 
 
There are other tasks/components undertaken by students, with the guidance of their teachers, over an 
extended period, which are also externally marked by examiners. These include Language A and B written 
assignments, music & dance investigations, theory of knowledge essays and extended essays. The 
assessment focus for all of these is on the quality of a finished written product, which makes them suitable 
for external assessment. 
 
A third type of assessment component is internal assessment, that is, student work marked by the teacher 
with this marking subject to external moderation. The DP assessment policy allows for the existence of an 
internally assessed component for any course where it is considered appropriate. Internal assessment 
allows for components/tasks to be included in the assessment model that provide evidence of student 
achievement against objectives that do not lend themselves to external examination. This particularly 
relates to process skills, as may be demonstrated in such activities as project work, fieldwork, laboratory 
practical work and mathematical research. Although workbooks and portfolios may be used to record 
process skills, these in themselves do not make suitable tools for external assessment. 1 
 

Key Features in the Diploma Program Assessments 
 An emphasis on criterion-related (as opposed to norm-referenced) assessment 

This method of assessment judges students’ work in relation to identified levels of attainment,  
 rather than in relation to the work of other students. 

 A distinction between formal IB assessment and the supporting formative processes that schools 
need to develop for themselves 

 Valuing the most accurate demonstration of student performance, rather than just averaging 
attainment grades over a reporting period 

 Examining student understanding at the end of the course, based on the whole course and not just 
aspects of it 

 Students must be able to recall, adapt, and apply knowledge and skills to new questions and 
context2 

 

                                                 
1 Diploma Program Assessment: Principles and Practice, Published 2004 by IBO 
2 Guidelines for developing a school assessment policy in the Diploma Programme, Published 2010 by IBO 



External Assessments 
Some assessment tasks are conducted and overseen by teachers, but are then marked externally by 
examiners. Examples include written assignments for language subjects in groups 1 and 2, the essay for 
theory of knowledge and the extended essay. 
 
Because of the greater degree of objectivity and reliability provided by the standard examination 
environment, externally marked examinations form the larger share of the assessment for most subjects. 
 
The grading system is criterion-related (results are determined by performance against set standards, and 
not in relation to the performance of other students); validity, reliability and fairness are the watchwords 
of the Diploma Program’s assessment strategy.3 
 
Oakmont High School Diploma program follows all rules and regulations for IB External exams.  Students 
take the exams in May of each school year.  Exams are proctored by parent volunteers who are trained in 
April about the exam process and procedures. 

 
Internal Assessments (IA) 
In nearly all subjects at least some of the assessment is carried out internally by teachers, who mark 
individual pieces of work produced as part of a course of study. Examples include oral exercises in language 
subjects, projects, student portfolios, reports, class presentations, practical laboratory work, mathematical 
investigations and artistic performances.4 
 
Each teacher is responsible for assigning and grading the IAs for their classes.  Students will be given ample 
time within the guidelines set by IB for each assessment. 

 
Predicted Grades (PG) 
The  final grade awarded to a candidate in each subject is on a scale of 7 down to 1 with 7 being the 
highest grade; or theory of knowledge and the extended essay the grades are on a scale of A to E with A 
being the highest grade. 
 
The predicted grade is the teacher’s prediction of the grade the candidate is expected to achieve in the 
subject based on all the evidence of the candidate’s work and the teacher’s knowledge of the IB 
standards. Predicted grades are also required for theory of knowledge and the extended essay (it is 
important that each prediction is made as accurately as possible without under- predicting or over-
predicting the grade. 
 
Predicted grades are for the exclusive use of grade award meetings when considering a subject’s grade 
distributions and the performance of individual candidates.  A check on the appropriateness of results is 
made by comparing awarded grades with predicted grades. If there are significant discrepancies, further 
reviews may be conducted. Predicted grades are not used for candidates affected by adverse 
circumstances, including candidates with incomplete assessment for one or more components.5 
 
It is up to the discretion of the instructor whether or not they share the predicted grade with the student. 

 

                                                 
3 Handbook of Procedures 2014 
4 Handbook of Procedures 2014 
5 Handbook of Procedures 2014 



IB Grading Scales 
Students are graded on a 7 point scale in all IB courses.  The scale is as follows: 

7  Excellent Performance 
6  Very good performance 
5  Good performance 
4  Satisfactory performance 
3  Mediocre performance 
2 Poor performance 
1 Very poor performance 

 
Students are graded on an A to E scale in the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge Course.  The band 
descriptors are: 

A  Work of an excellent standard 
B  Work of a good standard 
C  Work of a satisfactory standard 
D  Work of a mediocre standard 
E  Work of an elementary standard. 

 
The combined scores on the Extended Essay and in the Theory of Knowledge course can earn students up 
to three extra points for their diploma.  The grading matrix6 is as follows: 
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IB Diploma Passing Regulations 
All assessment components for each of the six subjects and the additional IB diploma requirements must be 
completed in order to qualify for the award of the IB diploma. 
 
If a diploma candidate is awarded a grade E for TOK or a grade E for the extended essay, the candidate 
must achieve 28 points or more to be eligible for the diploma. However, if a candidate is awarded an 
E for both TOK and the extended essay requirement, the candidate will not qualify for the diploma 
regardless of the total number of points achieved. 
 
The IB diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 24, 25, 26 or 27 points, provided all 
the following requirements have been met. 
 

a) Numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the IB diploma. 
b) All CAS requirements have been met. 
c) At least a grade D has been awarded for both TOK and the extended essay. 
d) There is no grade 1 in any subject. 
e) There is no grade 2 at higher level. 
f) There is no more than one grade 2 at standard level. 
g) Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below. 
h) At least 12 points have been gained in higher level subjects (candidates who register for four higher 

level subjects must gain at least 16 points at higher level). 
i) At least 9 points have been gained on standard level subjects (candidates who register for two 

standard level subjects must gain at least 6 points at standard level). 
j) The candidate has not been found guilty of malpractice by the IB Organization. 

 
The IB diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 28 points or above, provided all the 
following requirements have been met. 

a) Numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the IB diploma. 
b) All CAS requirements have been met. 
c) Grades A (highest) to E (lowest) have been awarded for both TOK and an extended essay, with a 

grade of at least D in one of them. 
d) There is no grade 1 in any subject. 
e) There is no more than one grade 2 at higher level. 
f) There are no more than three grades 2 at standard level. 
g) Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below. 
h) At least 11 points have been gained on higher level subjects (candidates who register for four 

higher level subjects must gain at least 14 points at higher level). 
i) At least 8 points have been gained on standard level subjects (candidates who register for two 

standard level subjects must gain at least 5 points at standard level). 
j) The candidate has not been found guilty of malpractice by the IB Organization.7 

                                                 
7 General Regulations: Diploma Program Published March 2011 by IBO 



IB Course Weightings of Assessments 

 





Teacher’s Role in Assessments 
Oakmont High School IB Staff understands that they have a responsibility to prepare students for the 
assessments of the IB course.  They will assign their IA work with ample time for students to complete the 
process.  They work with the coordinator on internal deadines (see IA Calendar/Deadline) to ensure that no 
extra stress is placed upon the students for overlapping teacher deadlines.  Teachers also will work with the 
students to understand the format of their external exams, expose students to various types of external 
exam questions, and teach students to understand how they will be graded on their external exams. 
 
Teachers that split a course (i.e.  English HL 1 and English HL 2) will work together on the IAs as well as the 
predicted grades.  Both teachers must agree on the IA marks and PG marks before submitted them to the 
coordinator. 
 
The EE Coordinator is responsible for working with the IB Coordinator in deciding how the process of the EE 
will work within the students’ junior and senior years.  They will work on an orientation, small trainings on 
parts of the EE, and setting deadlines for various parts (i.e.  submitting research question, submitting 
outline, submitting rough draft).  Students are notified of these trainings in early August of their junior year.  
See http://oakmont.org/ib for dates and details. 
 

Coordinator’s Role in Assessments 
The IB Coordinator will 

 Set up an internal calendar of deadlines to meet IB deadlines as well as to spread out the IAs of the 
IB courses (these are posted at http://oakmont.org/ib) 

 Manage the external assessments in May 

 Educate staff, students, and parents about  
o the types of assessments in each course  
o the IB Exam Regulations 
o the 7 point and A-E grading scales 
o the regulations for earning the IB Diploma 

These are done during various monthly meetings for each group on an annual basis. 
 

Oakmont Grades in IB Courses 
The IB Staff uses 

 Formative and summative assessments and IB rubrics & markschemes to evaluate student learning 

 Growth of the students’ learning over time to evaluate their Oakmont grade 

 Subject reports annually to reflect upon past assessments 

 Class assessments to predict the 7 point grade for IB 

 Weighted grades as determined in the School Board policy 
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