
Common Core State Standards: English, History, Science and Technical Subjects
Shifts for Students and Parents

The Common Core State Standards provide a consistent, 
clear understanding of what students are expected to learn, 
so teachers and parents know what they need to do to help 
them. The standards are designed to be robust and relevant 
to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that 
our young people need for success in college and careers. 
With our students fully prepared for the future, our 
community will be best positioned to compete successfully 
in the global economy.

Students must... Parents can...

Read more nonfiction Supply more nonfiction text

Know the ways nonfiction can be put together Read nonfiction texts with your child

Deepen their understanding of science and social 
studies through reading

Supply relevant texts and topics of interest in a wide 
variety of subjects

Handle “primary source documents” Find books that explain and include firsthand accounts

Re-read Provide more challenging texts and provide texts they 
want to read and can read comfortably.

Read material at comfort level and work with more 
challenging texts

Know what texts are grade level appropriate

Unpack, dissect and analyze text Read and discuss challenging text with them

Handle frustration and keep pushing Show that challenging text is worth unpacking

Find evidence to support their arguments Talk about text and ask for evidence in every day 
discussions and disagreements

Draw conclusions about what the author is “up to” and 
how the author’s craft affects meaning

Read the same book and discuss how the evidence 
supports an interpretation of the whole

Make arguments in writing using evidence Encourage writing at home

Compare multiple texts in writing Discuss the varying points of view on one issue, teaching 
your child to weigh the information and form conclusions

Learn “academic vocabulary” that will help them 
succeed in college and careers

Read multiple types of texts with your children - books, 
newspapers, songs, poetry, essays, paying special 
attention to important vocabulary
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6 Shifts in English, History/Social Studies, 
Science and Technical Subjects

Students will:
Read as much nonfiction as fiction
Learn about the world by reading
Read more challenging material closely
Discuss reading using evidence
Write nonfiction using evidence
Increase academic vocabulary



Common Core State Standards: Mathematics
Shifts for Students and Parents

The Common Core State Standards provide a consistent, 
clear understanding of what students are expected to learn, 
so teachers and parents know what they need to do to help 
them. The standards are designed to be robust and relevant 
to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that 
our young people need for success in college and careers. 
With our students fully prepared for the future, our 
community will be best positioned to compete successfully  
in the global economy.
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6 Shifts in Mathematics
Students will:

Focus: learn more about fewer, key topics
Build skills within and across grades
Develop speed and accuracy
Really know it, really do it
Use it in the real world
think fast and solve problems

Students must... Parents can...

Spend more time on fewer concepts Know and spend time with your child on priority 
work

Keep building on learning year after year Be aware of what your child struggled with last year 
and how that will affect learning this year

Spend time practicing multiple problems on the 
same idea

Know all of the fluencies your child should have and 
prioritize learning of the ones they don’t

Understand why the math works. Make the math 
work.

Notice whether your child really knows why the 
answer is what it is

Talk about why the math works Advocate for the time your child needs to learn key 
math

Prove that they know why and how the math works Provide time for your child to work hard with math 
at home. Challenge yourself and work with them 
whenever possible.

Apply math in real world situations Ask your child to do the math that comes up in daily 
life

Know which math to use for which situation Make sure your child is thinking about how math 
works in real life


